
Prompts & Cues 

Cueing is an action intended to encourage a student to initiate or continue a task that he or she has previously 

executed.  A cue is a hint, reminder, or a nudge in the right direction that does not provide a direct answer.  Cueing is 

often used to keep a student on task or engaged in an activity, such as when redirecting attention or helping a 

student focus on key information.  

Types of Cues: 

 

Prompting is an action taken when directly assisting a student with the completion of a task.  A prompt pulls the 

student through each step to the end of the task and either gives the student the answer or leads to a direct answer.   

Types of Prompts:  

Label and description Examples:  

Gestural prompt- an adult points to or gestures to 
indicate a place or object that is the next step of the 
task  

When a student is sorting by category and you point to 
the correct category for where the item belongs.  

Verbal Prompt- step by step narration in order for the 
task to be completed or verbal information that leads 
directly to or gives the answer. Or telling the student 
exactly what to do or say.  

“Look at your sentence.  You need to put a period at 
the end.”  “Pick up the toothbrush, Put on toothpaste, 
etc”  

Visual/ graphic prompt- photos, videos, completed 
items or drawings of the task to be completed in a 
sequence of images  

Student has a step by step picture prompt schedule for 
unloading the dishwasher  

Model- another student or a teacher demonstrates the 
task that is requested just prior to the target student.  

To a peer “what is 3x3?” peer responds “9”.  Then you 
ask target student “what is 3x3?  

Physical prompt- an adult offers hand to hand 
manipulation of the student to actually control motor 
movements to complete the task.  Can be further 
divided into full physical and partial physical  

You hold your hand over the students and pencil to 
guide the students hand in writing his or her name on a 
paper.   

 

Independent- The student completes the task without assistance  

Label and description Examples 

Verbal Indirect Cue- oral information or a question 
that guides the student in the right direction, but does 
not provide an answer. 

“what do you need?”, “what is next?”  
 

Verbal Direct Cue- a hint or short verbal hint or 
redirection that relates to the task but does not 
provide a direct answer 

“Always capitalize the first word in a sentence” 

Visual Cue- written directions, arrows, color-coding, 
highlighting or other visual method to help the 
student continue the task and stay on track  

Highlighting directions, marking math signs in 
different colors on worksheet, visual schedule of 
activities to complete  

Gestural Cue- pointing to a location or object to 
indicate the beginning step or to redirect back to task 
when the student hesitates 

Tapping a students worksheet to indicate he should 
get started, pointing towards the teacher to cue 
attention to what is being said 

Physical Cue- touching the student to alert them to 
begin or continue a task  

Tapping a student on the shoulder to signal that they 
need to continue or start working, turning a student’s 
body to face the target area 


